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undergraduate students who have grown into emerging scholars and leaders in
literacy. Without a graduate program in reading education at Florida A&M
University, sustaining disciplinary scholarship in my department has required intentional effort. Guided
by my commitment to “lift as I climb,” I have invested in promising undergraduates who now contribute

meaningfully to the field.

Many of these students have pursued advanced degrees and, even before graduate study, distinguished
themselves by writing grants, publishing articles and book chapters, authoring op-eds, and presenting at
regional, national, and international conferences. Their success reflects both their talent and the

transformative impact of sustained mentorship.

What began as a promise to support them beyond graduation has grown into a writing team and
collaborative research community. Their accomplishments and recognition testify to my belief in

pouring into students long after their time at FAMU, and their impact on education is only beginning to

unfold.
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