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Over his tenure as a NABSE member, Mr. Guider made significant contributions to NABSE's legislative leadership and activity "on the Hill". During the years of Mr. Guider's tenure, NABSE was recognized as a national education organization addressing issues specific to Black students and administrators, providing a collaborative platform for Hill staffers.

Guider was a key player in NABSE's presence on the Hill. He maintained a presence with the NABSE committee's communications with the Education and Labor committee staff, both at home and in Congresspersons' offices in DC and their local districts.

As there was no budget for NABSE legislative activity, Mr. Guider spent his own money on multiple trips to DC to make as many calls on Congresspersons as necessary. He remained a close, observant "on the ground," providing information to and from congressional staffers.

Under the leadership of La Ruth Gray, Governmental Relations to the Board of Directors, the National Education Policy Institute, founded by President Charlie Knight, Mr. Guider became one of the committee's key organizers.  He worked tirelessly to highlight key issues and to increase attendance at several of the 12 institutes.

The Legislative committees (during the tenures of Knight, Harrison Jones,Fears, Hamilton, and English) consisted of active, knowledgeable, and committed members. Mr. Guider was perhaps one of the most committed, responsive, involved, and ardent leaders in that committee.
I support Melvin L. Guider for the NABSE Lifetime Achievement Award.
Education Consultant/ Author
LaRuth Gray
Retired Scholar-in-Residence NYU Metro
Retired Deputy Director NYU Metro
(914) 406-9705

             Melvin Guider 
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Chairperson NABSE Awards Committee 2025                                                                               
It gives me pleasure to support the nomination of Mr. Melvin Guider for a NABSE Lifetime Achievement Award for 2025.  I have professionally and personally witnessed his contributions to African American Children in Illinois and Texas. He has demonstrated leadership as a public-school administrator and advocate for African American Children. I first met him in 1986 at the NABSE Conference held In Detroit, Michigan. Through the years his career eventually carried him to Texas.
As a Life member of NABSE, TABSE, and HAABSE he has shown dedication and commitment to the organization mission. We were able to Network and as I ascended to the Presidency of NABSE, I appointed him to work with Dr. LaRuth Gray, Legislative Committee Chair for NABSE. Melvin's role was Co-chair with the opportunity to become Chair. His contributions were many, nationally with the National Education Policy Institute (NEPI). The Opportunity consisted of Networking NABSE with U.S. House of Representatives and members of the Senate, ultimately, leading to Federal Grants and the growth of NEPI throughout the Country. State and local NABSE Affiliates established their own NEPI's, such as Texas Educational Policy Institute (TEPI), which still meets with Texas Legislators. His financial commitment to support NABSE is evident as a Life member of NABSE Foundation. 
As the 15th President of NABSE, I recommend Melvin Guider for the NABSE Lifetime Achievement Award.

Sincerely,
Dr. Andre’ Hornsby
Dr. Andre' Hornsby 
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I have known Melvin Guider since 1989. It is a pleasure and an honor to write this letter of support for Melvin to receive this year’s NABSE Lifetime Achievement Award. He has been instrumental in the Houston Area Alliance of Black School Educators (HAABSE), the Texas Alliance of Black School Educators (TABSE) and the National Alliance of Black School Educators (NABSE). Melvin has deservedly received several honors from the NABSE local and state affiliates. Texas has produced more National Presidents than any other state, and that can be attributed to Melvin’s support and understanding of National educational issues that he communicates and advises presidents in effort to resolve issues and challenges that face black educators in this country. I, as well as all of us in Texas, would consult with Melvin because of his expertise of the legislature and his understanding of the impending problems that confronted educators.  
 
You could also find Melvin at conferences taking pictures, recording the events, and documenting the history of our organization for future generations. I can honestly state that I do not know another person who supported so many people and forwarded the mission of NABSE without wanting credit or recognition, but only for the joy of seeing things done correctly for the good of students in this country. Melvin has served students, teachers, administrators and colleagues for so long and in such an unselfish way that it is only befitting that NABSE honors him with the NABSE Lifetime Achievement Award for all his hard work and dedication. 
 
We received a stronger Houston Area HAABSE, TABSE, and NABSE, because Melvin Guider worked unselfishly to support candidates and prepare educators to elevate learning opportunities for all students, but especially African American students and educators. With all, consider this one of my highest honors to recommend Melvin Guider for this year’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
Sincerely, 
 Carrol A. Thomas, Ed.D.
Carrol A. Thomas, Ed.D. 
Former NABSE President
